[Computer-assisted data analysis in a pediatric intensive care unit].
Computer assisted real time data analysis introduces a reasonable method of judgment into patient monitoring systems. From fast changing vital parameters discrete heart and respiration rate samples are immediately evaluated and presented as graphs near the bedside. Thus, statistical routines can increase the better understanding of instable clinical conditions and lend support to the decision making process. The early detection of a pathological trend in a patient whose ability to compensate is still present provides necessary time for diagnostic or preventive countermeasures in case of emergency.